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I'VE BEEN WRITING THESE COLUMNS for several years now and I hope they have helped classroom teachers, 
department heads, college-level methods instructors, and students utilize the immense resources of the internet in 
their work. I've noted a large increase in the number of websites that are relevant to social studies; and I've also 
observed a dramatic enhancement of the complexity and features of websites. Teachers at all grade levels have 
learned web design skills. This issue's column takes a look at websites designed by teachers and supervisors--
either individually or in concert with colleagues--that are models of how to use the World Wide Web to help 
students with resources, activities, and other information related to a specific class. In some cases, a school's social 
studies department may have one website for all courses at that school or school district. Some teacher websites 
that I reviewed were limited to almost nothing but links to other websites. There was little about the courses the 
teacher is teaching, classroom and grading policies, or student assignments. I wanted to get a sense of what and 
how teachers approach social studies content and what instructional techniques they use. Here are some websites 
that meet those criteria and might give you or others in your school some good ideas about creating or improving 
your own websites. 

[…] 

Mr. Stutz's School Site 
stutzfamily.com/mrstutz/ 

If you ever want to feel humbled by how much you achieve compared to someone else, check out Dave Stutz's 
School Site. As best as I can figure out, Dave, along with his wife, Susan, are currently teaching at the International 
School of Belgrade in the Republic of Serbia and Montenegro. Dave has also taught at a high school in Rochester, 
Minnesota, at Indian Trail Academy in Kenosha, Wisconsin, in Pakistan at the Lahore International School, at two 
international schools in Honduras, and in South Korea. He has syllabi, course resources, assignments and much 
more on courses ranging from U.S. history, computers, AP psychology, ancient history, and mathematics for grades 
six to nine. Mr. Stutz does an excellent job of linking his course objectives and activities with state curriculum 
guidelines, mostly from Minnesota. If you have time, you can look at the Stutz's archived pictures from more than 
twenty countries, including the time that Dave took his math students to Prague this year for a mathematics 
competition or when he took students to Moscow back in 1987. The guy has put together some great web pages for 
teaching social studies, has traveled and taught around the world; and yet, like he says: "As far as what is next--who 
knows? We're making this up as we go along!!" 

[…] 

The websites described above represent only a small sample of teacher-designed social studies websites. I tried to 
select those that used somewhat different approaches to site design. Some are fully integrated into the course 
structure of a specific teacher. Others are more general and can be used by many teachers and students from 
around the country. If you have a website--or know of a colleague's--that would be useful for other social studies 
educators, write me at risinger@indiana.edu and let me know about it. 
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